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Thank you to our generous sponsors for supporting Research Week 2026.

Monday, 19t October 2026 — Day 1

Session 1: Grand Opening and Keynote (NCHER Lecture Theatre 1)
Chair: Professor Mayur Garg

Professor Debra Bourne, Chief Executive, Northern Health
Professor Mayur Garg, Director of Research, Northern Health
Kelly Burnham, Consumer perspective

Title: Welcome to Research Week 2026 — Research With Impact

12.00-12.30pm

12.30-1.30pm |Keynote: Professor David Ashley, CEO, VCCC Alliance

1.30pm Refreshments & Networking (NCHER L1 Atrium)

Poster Session 1: (Main Foyer TNH Epping) (Posters mounted at 9am, removed at 5pm)

Poster authors in attendance to answer questions about their research
3.00-4.00pm e Abstract #: TBC




Tuesday, 20" October 2026 — Day 2

Session 2: Research Careers for Nurses and Midwives: Where Could Research Take You?
(NCHER Lecture Theatre 1)
Chairs: Dr Rachel Cardwell, & Associate Professor Ken Hok-man Ho

Presenters:

Dr Rachel Cardwell, Senior Lecturer in Nursing and Graduate Research
Coordinator, La Trobe University

Associate Professor Ken Hok-man Ho, Associate Professor for School of Nursing
and Midwifery, Latrobe University

Title: A dedicated session designed for nurses and midwives interested in exploring
how research can advance their clinical careers.

9.30am-
10.30am

Session 3: Equity Diversity and Inclusion (NCHER Lecture Theatre 1)
(With La Trobe University)
Chair: Professor Adam Semciw

Allied Health Research Strategy Launch
The launch of the Northern Health Allied Health Research Strategy 2027-2031 will
set a vision for clinician-led, patient-centred research that improves care for our

11.00am diverse community through innovation, collaboration and translation into

12.00pm practice.
Keynote: Professor Robyn O’Halloran, Director CRE Aphasia Recovery and
Rehabilitation at La Trobe University
Title: Delivering equitable healthcare for people with communication disability.
12.00 Light Lunch & Networking (NCHER L1 Atrium)

Session 4: Consumer Involvement in Research (NCHER Lecture Theatre 1)
Chairs: Associate Professor Kerry Fitzmaurice & Dr. Tilini Gunatillake

Presenters: Navneet Gill, NH Consumer Participation Coordinator
1.00 - 2.30pm |Panel Discussion: Rachel Nolan, Allied Health, Tina Moody, Consumer, & Carrie
Bloomfield, Director of Clinical Operations, GSK

Poster Session 2: (Main Foyer TNH Epping) (Posters mounted at 9am, removed at 5pm)

Poster authors in attendance to answer questions about their research
3.00-4.00pm e Abstract #: TBC




Wednesday, 21 October 2026 — Day 3

Poster Session 3: (Main Foyer TNH Epping) (Posters mounted at 9am, removed at 5pm)

Poster authors in attendance to answer questions about their research

10.00-
e Abstract #: TBC

11.00am

Session 5: Research Grand Round - Translational Research (NCHER Lecture Theatre 1)
(with RMIT University)
Chair: TBC

Keynote: Professor Kate Fox, Professor of Biomedical Engineering and Deputy Dean
12.00-1.00pm |Research for the School of Engineering at RMIT University
Title: How can engineering work in partnership with clinical problems?

1.00pm Light Lunch & networking (NCHER L1 Atrium)

Session 6: Best Abstract Oral Presentations Session (NCHER Lecture Theatre 1)
Chair: Associate Professor Justine Ellis

Oral presentations from the authors of the top-ranked abstract submissions:

e Abstract #3: Improved cardiovascular risk prediction in healthy older adults
using mOHP: a case-control study from ASPREE. Presenter: Associate
Professor Hui Yin Lim

e Abstract #24: Feasibility Trial of Acceptance and Commitment Workplace
Training in Australian. Presenter: Dr Marilyn Cugnetto

e Abstract #26: Impact of “Sip ‘til Send” on pre-operative fasting times and
incidence of regurgitation and aspiration. Presenter: Dr Clare Walsh

e Abstract #37: Pathways Back to Hospital: Emergency Department
Presentations Among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Patients.
Presenter: Andrew Morrison

e Abstract #46: Should we adjust Group B Streptococcus screening in
pregnancy? Antibiotic stewardship in intrapartum care. Presenter: Courtney
Zarucky

e Abstract #76: Intestinal Obstruction as a Major Driver of Inpatient Costs in
Emergency Crohn's Disease Admissions: A 10-Year Retrospective Cohort
Study. Presenter: Dr Jacoba Van Wees

e TBC

e TBC

2.00-3.30pm




Thursday, 22" October 2026 — Day 4

Session 7: Medical Grand Round (Main Hospital Lecture Theatre)
Chair: Associate Professor Craig Aboltins

Keynote: Associate Professor Hui Yin Lim, Clinical and Laboratory Haematologist at
Northern Health, Head of Diagnostic Haematology at Northern Pathology Victoria,
8.00- Clinical Thrombosis Lead and Head of Thrombovascular Research for NECTAR Research
9.00am Group

Title: NECTAR: From Discovery to Impact — Building the Future of Cardiovascular
Precision Medicine at Northern Health

Poster Session 4: (Main Foyer TNH Epping) (Posters mounted at 9am, removed at 5pm)

Poster authors in attendance to answer questions about their research

1.00- e Abstract #: TBC

2.00pm

Session 8: Keynote Speaker (NCHER Level 3, Conference Room 3.1)
Chair: TBC

3.30 - Keynote: Prof Sunil Gupta, Head of Al, Optimisation, and Materials Discovery at Deakin
4.30pm University’s Applied Artificial Intelligence Initiative

Title: Al in Health Research - Practical Applications Across the Research Lifecycle
/Awards Ceremony, Wrap Up & Close

Chair: Professor Prahlad Ho

Awards Ceremony

1:30 — Awards presented by Professor Prahlad Ho (CMO) and NH Foundation Representative

4:4
>pm Best Poster Awards, People’s Choice Poster (including digital posters) and Best Oral

Presentation awards including the Peter Brooks Research Award.

4:45pm Wrap up & Close

End of Research Week (NCHER Level 3, Conference Room 3.1)
Canapes sponsored by Northern Health Foundation.




